
HIV Client Services Team: 

 Director of HIV Support Services  Kelly Wright ext 237 

 Case Manager Miriam Rivera ext. 235 

 Case Manager Carin Fraser ext. 228 

 Peer Support Worker Rob Newman ext. 253                                                                          

Regional HIV/AIDS  

Connection 

Annual General meeting  

Thursday September 8, 2016 

Civic Garden Complex 6-8PM 

Client  Call List 

Want to get more involved 

in Regional HIV/AIDS 

Connection?  Contact a 

member of client services 

staff and ask to have your 

name added to the Client 

Reminder Call List and you 

will be notified by a dedi-

cated volunteer for upcom-

ing events 

For more information on RHAC events call  

Miriam, Carin or Rob at 519-434-1601  

Social Support Groups 
On hiatus till September 2016 

 

 PHA Café – social support drop in 

group 

 Woman’s group – social support 

specifically geared to women living 

with HIV 

 Winners Circle – social support 

group for long term survivors living 

with HIV/AIDS 

For more information on these groups 

and other client activities at RHAC con-

tact HIV Client Services 519-434-

1601 / rnewman@hivaidsconnection.ca 

SPEAK OUT!!! 
Have a voice in the RHAC PHA newsletter If 

you would like to contribute to the next or for 

that matter any edition, please speak with  

Rob Newman Peer Support Worker  

519-434-1601 / 

rnewman@hivaidsconnection.ca 

Client ED Lunch 
Fall date to be determined 

Come and discuss HIV Client Services  

with the E.D. of RHAC  

and Client Service staff 

for more information contact  

HIV Client Service Team  

519-434-1601  

rnewman@hivaidsconnection.ca 

Oh yeah … it’s happening again 

For more information contact HIV Support Services 

519-434-1601 / rnewman@hivaidsconnection.ca 

CANADA’S  

WONDERLAND 

Last call for those interested in becoming a 

Co-Facilitator for one of our PHA social groups! 

We have extended the application deadline to July 15t 

Please note, an honorarium will be provided for these 

positions! 

We encourage anyone who is interested to apply 

no experience necessary, and training will be provided! 

If you have any questions, please get in touch with 

mailto:rnewman@hivaidsconnection.ca
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwimvIPL_eDKAhUCPj4KHXBIASkQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmedicalopedia.org%2F4240%2Finterview-of-a-pakistani-patient-with-hiv-aids-infection%2F&psig=AFQjCNEzddGYmtjG
mailto:rnewman@hivaidsconnection.ca


THE ONTARIO ACCORD 
Brian Lester  

 

Commitment to GIPA/MIPA 

The staff and board of Regional HIV/AIDS Connection (RHAC) hold 

an annual ceremony to publicly demonstrate our commitment to 

GIPA/MIPA (Greater/Meaningful Involvement of People Living with 

HIV/AIDS (PHA) within our organization. Each year we and hold this 

meaningful event to re-state our commitment to this philosophy of 

service delivery and share ways in which GIPA can engage PHAs 

and serve the organization’s mission. The annual event is devel-

oped by a PHA lead committee (staff volunteers and clients) and 

held in spring of each year. 

  

GIPA is about human rights, inclusion, self-determination and digni-

ty of the full human being and RHAC deeply embraces these con-

cepts as we strive to deliver on our mission. The history of this 

movement is a testament to the profound power of individuals 

when they come together to effect change. At the 1989 Interna-

tional AIDS Conference, AIDS Montreal activist Tim MacCaskell lead 

a denouncement of the Canadian government for its inaction on 

AIDS and read the Montreal Manifesto – a declaration of the uni-

versal rights and needs of people with HIV/AIDS. This was a defin-

ing moment along with similar actions taken around the world such 

as Denver Principles 1983, Paris Declaration 1994 and UNGASS 

2001. They are all historical markers of the powerful individual and 

collective voices of PHAs. These watershed moments profoundly 

influenced subsequent approaches to HIV research, access to early 

medications and available health care, as well as community-based 

responses and government involvement in issues related to HIV/

AIDS. GIPA was about seizing control of the processes surrounding 

HIV research, health care, etc. to make PHAs active and equal par-

ticipants as opposed to merely being the subjects and recipients of 

these processes. PHAs, mostly gay men at the time, served notice 

to the world that such a status quo would not be tolerated. In the 

fall of 2011, “Living and Serving 3” (LS3) was released by the Ontar-

io AIDS Network. It offers AIDS service organizations a GIPA/MIPA 

engagement guide and framework. It builds on the groundbreaking 

work of Toronto’s Dr. Charles Roy who authored an important 1996 

research document, “Living and Serving” before he passed away 

from AIDS. The LS3 document introduces The Ontario Accord - a 

declaration of solidarity of PHAs crafted by representatives of or-

ganizations from across Ontario. This “made in Ontario” accord 

reminds us that meaningful PHA engagement is not only core to  

 

the HIV/AIDS movement, it is imperative to the work. At RHAC, we 

believe GIPA is more than a philosophy of service delivery; it is a 

foundational element that grounds the development of service 

delivery practices. It is my belief that the application of GIPA is 

about integrity in HIV/AIDS work. If we aren’t thinking, creating and 

advancing the philosophy of GIPA we are failing in our mission! At 

our first annual GIPA ceremony on January 19, each staff and board 

member signed the accord to demonstrate Regional HIV/AIDS Con-

nection’s commitment to advancing GIPA. We will hold a ceremony 

on an annual basis to recognize our progress and renew our com-

mitment to this integral element of the HIV/AIDS movement. GIPA 

is, and will continue to be, in the forefront of our work. If you are 

living with HIV, we invite you to get involved with RHAC in ways 

that bring meaning to you as an individual. To those living with 

HIV who currently help bring GIPA to life at RHAC each day—we 

sincerely thank you! 

SPEAK OUT 
A Newsletter For and By PLWHA 


